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St. Nicholas Servants
2024 PARISH COUNCIL
Carol Kamburis-President
Helen Carey- Vice President
Deb Palazzola-Secretary
George Ellis, DDS-Treasurer
Christina Stamelos-Assistant Treasurer
Adonis Chakides
Niko Georges
Zac Holt
Marilynn Jemas
William Mastorakos, DDS, MS
Jim Rigas
Chris Sarantakis
Nick Scarpino
Jim Sorbello
Paul Xenakis

AUDIT COMMITTEE
   Mark Vleisides, Chairperson           314-576-2898
 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
   Bill Karides, Chairperson                 314-422-1968
   Tina Paradowski
 

DANCE TROUPE
   Demi Holt		                     
 

ELECTION COMMITTEE
   Mark Vleisides, Chairperson
   Liz Glynias
   Paul Leara
   Pat Lekich
   Demmie Nicozisin	

FINANCE COMMITTEE
   Dan Tarlas, Chairperson                 314-713-5500
 

GREETERS COMMITTEE
   Lyndia Finer, Chairperson               314-960-3384
 

 LIBRARY COMMITTEE
   Elaine Coulson, Chair-sngoclibrary@gmail.com 
    

“THE NEXT 100”
   Dan Tarlas, Chairperson                 314-713-5500
    

ORTHODOX YOUNG ADULTS
    Gracie Livaditis 		  314-616-9557

PHILOPTOCHOS
   Christina Ginos, President              314-504-6988
 

PHYSICAL FACILITIES - CHURCH
   Dino Pappas, Chairperson              314-707-8118
    Jonathan Hartley
    Tony Sorocko

PHYSICAL FACILITIES – FLC
   Nick Tharenos, Chairperson            314-576-7011
   Jonathan Hartley                              
   Tony Sorocko 

PLANNED GIVING COMMITTEE
   Christina Anastas	                     314-647-4636
   Basil Pappas	                     314-368-6026
   Leon Spanos	                     314-966-5176
   Chris Varvares	                     314-374-3647                 
 

PRISON MINISTRY
   Clark Porter, Director                       314-518-6747
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE	
   Peter Takes, Chairperson                314-503-0358
   Amanuel Habtu
   Deb Palazzola
   Alexia Georges	

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
   Fr. Doug Papulis
   Fr. Michael Arbanas
   Mary Ann Mastorakos, Chairperson
   George Ellis, DDS
   Teddy Hart
   Rosie Hartley
   Marilynn Jemas
   Christina Stamelos
 

CHURCH SCHOOL Director
   Lexie Dendrinelis-   sgnocchurchschool@gmail.com                      
 

WEBSITE
    Christina Stamelos	                      314-402-4996

SPRING
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BBEE  IINNVVOOLLVVEEDD……
VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR

WWee  nneeeedd  yyoouu  ttoo……..
• Make a difference

• Join the team

• Help us with our mission

• Ask your family & friends 

to join you

LLaabboorr  DDaayy  WWeeeekkeenndd  
GGrreeeekk  FFeessttiivvaall

““AA  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  TTrraaddiittiioonn””
SStt..  NNiicchhoollaass  GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh

CCoonnttaacctt……
VVoolluunntteeeerr  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorrss

CChhrriissttiinnaa  GGiinnooss  331144..550044..66998888
DDeemmii  HHoolltt    331144..555500..66557799
SSaannddrraa  KKaammbbuurriiss  331144..995522..99995588
TTaanniiaa  SSccaarrppiinnoo  331144..225555..33226622

--oorr--
AAsskk  uuss  hhooww  ttoo  ssiiggnn--uupp  oonnlliinnee!!
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O N L I N E  F E S T I V A L  D O N A T I O N S

W W W . S N G O C . O R G

Opportunity to Support the Greek Festival 2024

W e  n e e d  y o u r  s u p p o r t !  I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  m a x i m i z e  p r o f i t s ,
w e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e e k  m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p

o f f s e t  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  G r e e k  F e s t i v a l .

G y r o s ,  G y r o s ,  a n d  m o r e  G y r o s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o u r  t o p
s e l l e r !  H e l p  u s  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  g y r o  c o n e s  a n d

t h i s  w i l l  b e c o m e  p u r e  p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  G r e e k  F e s t i v a l .  A
q u i c k ,  e a s y  $ 1 5 0  d o n a t i o n  c o v e r s  o n e  g y r o  c o n e .  

P l e a s e  m a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  S t .  N i c h o l a s  G r e e k
F e s t i v a l  a n d  n o t e  " F e s t i v a l  D o n a t i o n "  i n  t h e  m e m o  l i n e

a n d  m a i l  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f f i c e .  O r  f o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,
y o u  m a y  d o n a t e  o n l i n e .  

F o r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :
C h r i s t i n a  A n a s t a s  a t  3 1 4 . 6 4 7 . 4 6 3 6

C a r o l  K a m b u r i s  a t  3 1 4 . 8 0 3 . 2 4 5 1
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Treat your friends to the tastes and sounds of the Greek Festival by
surprising them with Greek Festival Guest Checks.  Available in increments
of $10 and redeemable for food, beverage or merchandise throughout the

Festival over Labor Day Weekend. Only guest checks that are redeemed
will be charged to the provided account. This is a simple way to support

the Greek Festival while hosting your friends! Please email
stnicholas@sngoc.org or contact the Church office for more details.

G R E E K  F E S T I V A L  G U E S T  C H E C K S
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It’s the Final Countdown!
Together as a dedicated parish family, we have made
significant strides towards paying off our our loan for
the St. Nicholas Family Life Center and renovations to

St. Nicholas Church. We are approaching the final
countdown of our Capital Campaign, with $400,000

remaining to raise before retiring our debt successfully. 
Let’s celebrate this amazing accomplishment, as we
anticipate the final laps and launch our vision for the

future of St. Nicholas!

Join us for a special reception to celebrate
our achievements and welcome the

children back to Sunday School!

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 15, 2024

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
DIVINE LITURGY

ST. NICHOLAS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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General Meeting 
Saturday, September 28, 2024 

10:00 a.m. 
St. Nicholas Family Life Center 

Philoptochos Room 

Membership Mimosa Brunch 

$15 per member 

-complimentary for new members- 
 

Please RSVP to:  Sandra Kamburis 
314.952.9958 or skamburis@hotmail.com 

Please join us as we kick-off our 2024-2025 calendar 
of events, with a special presentation to charity 

spotlight, Colton’s Cause. Help us grow our chapter, 
invite a new prospective member! 
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Orthodox Young Adults
Please join us for an Orthodox Young Adults 

(for ages after college-30’s) night of fellowship, discussion 
and faith on Tuesday, September 10 at 7 pm via Zoom. 

We will be meeting via Zoom on the 
second Tuesday of every month. 

For the Zoom link and for any questions, please contact:
Gracie Livaditis at glivaditis251@gmail.com

Everyone is wecome!  
  

The Women’s Faith Group meets monthly (excluding July and August) 
to learn about the Orthodox Christian Faith and how to live the Faith 

throughout one’s life. Scripture and various books authored by 
Orthodox Christians are read and discussed for enrichment, 
enlightenment, and encouragement to live a Christ-like life. 

“being transformed from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Please join us 10 am Tuesday, September 24
at the Hearth Room Cafe

265 Lamp and Lantern Village
Town and Country Missouri, 63017

Welcome back!

The new Church School year is here!  On behalf of our priests and teachers, I want to extend a warm welcome to returning and new 
students. Our first day is September 15th and we are busy getting classrooms, lessons and activities planned.  Below are the key items to 
know as the 2024-25 school year begins: 

•	 Please register your child. This is important so teachers know how to plan, set up attendance rosters, etc.  If you have not yet 
registered your child (ren), please do so online at: > sngoc.org > MINISTRIES > YOUTH MINISTRIES - Look for “Church School” and 
“Register Here.”

•	

•	 The first day is also the Elevation of the Holy Cross.  We have the students participate in the procession as usual.  Teachers will have 
crosses available in the classroom for the students to use. 

•	 Parents, please watch your email for details on Church School events and activities.  

It is my honor to again serve as the Church School Director for our wonderful St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church.  I look forward to 
supporting the growth of youth and sharing the traditions of our faith and culture.  Please email with any questions to 

sngocchurchschool@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

Lexie Dendrinelis

From the Church School Director’s Desk ....
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VBS VBS 
20242024

We MagnifyWe Magnify
 You ! You !

GOYA Community Service ProjectGOYA Community Service Project



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter

12

September 2024



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter

13

September 2024



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter

14

September 2024

Initiatives to advance the Vision for Growth take shape 
as momentum builds for the Metropolis of Chicago’s 

Annual Vision Campaign
LOMBARD, IL, July 8, 2024 – Since their retreat in January, the members of the Metropolis Council 
and staff have been engaged in designing a series of initiatives and programs to realize the Vision 
for Growth, the Metropolis of Chicago’s long-term vision for its parishes, institutions, ministries, and 
people. The initiatives will be fully unveiled in late Q3 or early Q4 of 2024.

While the initiatives are meant to address various needs on the parish level, they also are intended to 
revitalize parish life and ultimately expand the number of believers in the Church. 

“We, as members of the Metropolis Council, understand and are motivated by what can be achieved for 
our parishes and communities through the Metropolis’s Vision for Growth. The level of time, talent, and 
treasure that is being committed to our Vision for Growth initiatives has been nothing short of inspiring 
and I’m proud to be part of this work and this Metropolis Council,” said George Lattas, First Vice 
President of the Metropolis Council.

As a result of a year-long dialogue with clergy and lay leaders, His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael 
identified five core priorities that undergird the Vision for Growth which was first unveiled at the 2023 
Clergy-Laity Assembly last October. The five core priorities will be realized through the following 
initiatives:

DEVELOPING CLERGY: The Metropolis will establish and enroll 10 priests in a clergy wellness program 
by July 31, 2024. A Vicar of Clergy Care ultimately will be appointed to oversee the mental, emotional, 
physical, social, and financial well-being of the Metropolis clergy so they become better spiritual fathers.
SUPPORTING PARISHES: The Metropolis will create a training and education program for the purpose 
of improving the efficiency and creating a culture of servant leadership among all parish councils. Under 
the program, eight parish councils will be enrolled by October 1 and all other parishes will be enrolled by 
December 31. Separately, the Metropolis also will enroll eight parishes by December 31 to better 
understand and define the individual characteristics of parish vibrancy. Once finalized, a parish 
vibrancy assessment tool will be rolled out to all parishes to augment the spiritual experience in parish-
es and identify areas of improvement.

EXPANDING PHILANTHROPY: The Metropolis will distribute two million meals to disadvantaged 
populations by December 31. For context, the Metropolis distributed more than one million meals from 
January 2020 to December 2023.

INCREASING ENGAGEMENT: The Metropolis is collecting and analyzing the catechism programs used 
within its parishes by December 1. Once this process concludes, the Metropolis will create a best-in-
class catechism program to create a consistent experience among all catechumens of all parishes.

FUELING GROWTH: The Metropolis will raise $1 million in recurring gifts by December 31 to sustain and 
grow Vision for Growth initiatives and other Metropolis needs. Additionally, the Metropolis will establish 
a parish debt elimination policy by December 31. Once the criteria are identified and the policy is 
approved, parishes will submit applications for partial or full elimination of debt.
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Vision for Growth News (continued)

“The work related to our Vision for Growth, to which so many have tirelessly devoted themselves, is 
premised on the truth that a good life is one that serves the other through Christ. As a people of faith, 
there is no greater achievement than existing and acting as the Body of Christ. As Metropolitan, I am 
excited that this remains our present focus as well as desired outcome,” said His Eminence Metropolitan 
Nathanael.

To date, 100 percent of the members of the Metropolis Council have made annual financial contributions 
to the Annual Vision Campaign above and beyond donating their professional time and talent on a 
continuous basis. For more information about the Vision for Growth, visit the Metropolis’s webpage at

goarch.org 
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Dear St. Nicholas Parish Family,

In an effort to communicate the status of  our loan for the St. Nicholas Family Life Center & renovations to 
St. Nicholas Church, below is a condensed timeline to recap the past 20 years.

1999: Purchased 10 acres in Town & Country for $2,500,000

2003: Retired the land loan for a total of  $3,200,000

2010: First St. Nicholas Capital Campaign raised $4,000,000 in pledges and construction began on the 
           St. Nicholas Family Life Center as well as the renovations at St. Nicholas at Forest Park

Total cost to complete construction of  the St. Nicholas Family Life Center and major renovations to 
          St. Nicholas Church on Forest Park of  $8,500,000

2012: Signed loan documents for $5,855,024

2015: Refinanced to a lower 3% interest municipal bond loan of  $5,273,184

2020:  Extended our current municipal bond loan for 5 years at the same 3% interest rate and continuing 
             the same amortization schedule
  

2024: As of  June 5 our current loan amount is $829,210.06. Our monthly mortgage 
           payment is $25,500

We have made significant strides towards paying off  our debt. Thank you for your continued love and 
dedication to our Parish.

Sincerely,

Carol Kamburis, President

.

 
Remember the Church in Your Will: Bequests 
When you include the Church in your testamentary plans, you 
support its vital mission on a long-term basis. The most 
common way this is done is through a single bequest. Any type 
of property, including cash, securities, real estate, works of art 
and jewelry, and more, may be given to the Church through a 
bequest. Your generosity will assist in sustaining the faith, 
ministries and mission of St. Nicholas for generations to come.  
TYPES OF BEQUESTS   
 Specific Bequest:  This may be a specific dollar amount, a specific piece of tangible 
or real property, or a stated percentage of your estate.    

 Residuary Bequest:  This includes all or a portion of your estate after distribution of 
other specific bequests, debts, taxes, expenses & fees.    

 Contingent Bequest: Under this type of provision, the Church will only receive the 
bequest if the primary intention cannot be met or if certain specified circumstances take 
place.  
We also recommend that you consult your Financial/Tax Advisors for additional information. 
 



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church Monthly Newsletter

17

September 2024

M E M O R I A L  D O N AT I O N S
CHURCH FUND
In Memory of Thimios Zanetos
Basil and Kathy Pappas
Christine Tsichlis
George and Diane Ellis
Mary Ann Mastorakos
Noel and Angie Sevastianos
Paul and Carmela Vazopolos
Penny Tsichlis
Roger and Deborah Mitchell
Ron and Elaine Been
Rose and Ray Bauer
Sam and Maureen Mezines
The Engstrom Family
Theresa Galakatos
In Memory of 
        Elizabeth ‘Libby’ Efthim
Becky Liringis
Paul and Helen Leara
Tom and Mersine Kallaos

CHURCH FUND (continued)
In Memory of John Ferris
Brenda Halastanis
Dennis, Mary Helen, 
      Jonathan Moss
In Memory of Jeanne Tompras
Helen Georges
In Memory of Gus Trakas
Margaret Trakas
In Memory of 
       Bill Koutsogiannis
Stephanie Benos Tyler
In Memory of 
      Elaine Kontominos Alquist
Tom & Mersine Kallaos

NEXT 100 CAMPAIGN
In Memory of Thimios Zanetos
Andrea, George & Vanessa Mezines
Dan & Andrea Tarlas
Dennis & Helen Carey
George & Kim Tarlas
Sophia & Stephanie Chronopoulos
Terry & Kathy Livaditis
In Memory of 
       Elizabeth ‘Libby’ Efthim
Dennis & Helen Carey
Michael & Georgia Ferretti
Teddy & Jim Hart
The Kamburis Family
In Memory of 
      Vassiliki ‘Bessie’ Dubis
Stephan Constantinides Family
In Memory of Gus Trakas
George & Kim Tarlas

MEMORIALS
†	 40 day memorial for Elizabeth “Libby” Efthim	 August 18
†	 1 year memorial for Mary Harris				    August 11
†	 1 year memorial for Yvonne Coleman			   August 11 
†	 2 year memorial for William Coleman			   August 11
†	 5 year memorial for Thomas Alexander			  August   4 
†	 5 year memorial for Aliki Bibas				    August 18
†	 8 year memorial for Efthimios “Tim” Bibas		  August 18

WEDDINGS
John Ashley and Christie Corrigan were married on July 20. Their Orthodox Sponsor is 
     Pres. Chrysanthie Bessinas. Congratulations!
Mitchell Stevens and Madeleine Wolfe were married on July 21. Their Orthodox Sponsor is 
     Mimi  Davis. Congratulations!

BAPTISMS
Nicholas Kappas, adult son of Attallah and Katharine Kappas was baptized on July 28. 
     His sponsor is Mike Pappas. Congratulations!
Zoi Philip, daughter of Nileena Philip and Peter Nicholas was baptized on August 24. 
     Her godfather is  Michael Becker. Congratulations!
Adeline Menos, daughter of Amber and Kevin Menos was baptized on August 25. 
     Her godfather is Alexander Rogers. Congratulations!
Logan Daly, adult son of  Shawn Daly and Missy Taylor. was baptized on August 25. 
     His sponsor is Dimitri Tsakalas. Congratulations!

FUNERAL
	 Elizabeth “Libby” Efthim fell asleep in the Lord on June 30. Her funeral was on July 8. 
					     May her memory be eternal.
	 Constantine “Gus” Trakas feel asleep in the Lord on July 20. His Funeral was July 27
					     May his memory be eternal.
	 Frieda Margaret Karras fell asleep in the Lord on August 13. Her Funeral was on August 17.
					     May her memory be eternal.
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Thank you for supporting St. Nicholas

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com	 St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox, St. Louis, MO.      A 4C 01-0911

GEORGIA FERRETTI, RRES, CNRS, Sales Executive 
“Buying or Selling, Keep Georgia On Your Mind”

MICHAEL FERRETTI, Marketing Specialist

(636) 675-0329 GEORGIA, (636) 675-0579 MICHAEL 
(636) 394-9300 BUS, (636) 394-4098 FAX

GUNDAKER
#1 OFFICE IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
1100 TOWN & COUNTRY CROSSING DR 
TOWN & COUNTRY, MO 63017
ferretti17129@msn.com | georgia.ferretti@cbgundaker.com
Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

- FIELDER -  ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. 

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Back Up Generator Systems

$20OFF                                                                              314-966-3388Any Electrical Work of $100 or more

10610 Manchester Rd. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122

314-965-7680
Family Owned and Operated Since 1902

Funeral Planning...Before the Need Arises 
www.boppchapel.com

CHAPEL
Funeral Directors 

& Monument Sales

Serving St. Louis County since 1868

Ballwin 636-227-5511 • Eureka 636-938-3000 
www.schrader.com

 On-site Crematory and Family Center

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Mike Fontana

314-965-4745
FONTANA PAVING

	 	 Since 
		  1905

The Excellence In Service For Every Funeral! 
7233 DELMAR BOULEVARD | 721-1870 | www.luptonchapel.com

Member of  the Association  
of  St. Louis 

Owned and Operated 
Funeral Homes

ST. NICHOLAS  
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

Bless our parish family and friends 
With many years of health & happiness

Fire and Water Clean Up and Restoration

314-846-0600
“A Friend of the St. Nicholas Community”

Sakis S. Salas, CFP®  •  Senior Portfolio Manager

Investing in your interests.™

14567 North Outer 40 Road, Suite 200, Chesterfield, MO 63017
Local:  (636) 449-4900  •  Toll Free:  (888) 882-0072

www.acrinv.com

 
Conveniently located 

at 6464 Chippewa 
in St. Louis Hills 

314.832.7770
www.hoffmeistercolonial.com

 
  

  
 

Let me help you find 
the insurance that 

best fits your needs
Life | Health | Medicare | Supplemental

 
  

  
 

 H
  

  
 

Joe Hunter
Licensed Insurance Agent
HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
(314) 374-7403
jhunter@HealthMarkets.com
HealthMarkets.com/jhunter

Paul Efthim
Frank Efthim
Richard Efthim
Christopher Efthim
Stephanie Efthim
Steven Efthim 

Serving St. Louis since 1987

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SALES 

Condominium Assn. & Scattered Site Property Mgmt.

Off: (314) 781-0010 
3605 Watson Rd. • St. Louis, MO 63109

EFTHIM COMPANY
REALTORS

William L. Mastorakos, D.D.S., M.S.
DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF ORTHODONTICS

10115 Manchester Rd. • Warson Woods, MO 63122
314.966.4117 • 314.966.8630 fax
w w w . m o a s t l o u i s . c o m



Embarking on Fellowship and FUN!


